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Yeager Scholars to host annual symposium lecture Tuesday
By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
The 27th Annual Symposium
Lecture Series hosted by The
Society of Yeager Scholars will
be 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Memorial Student Center, Room BE5.
This year’s lecture will

feature James McLurkin, assistant professor and director
of the multi-robot systems lab
at Rice University. The theme
of his lecture is “Man and Machine: the Future of Humanity
and Robotics.” McLurkin plans
to demonstrate some of his

History professor
White publishes book
on developing world
By JUSTIN DePAMPHILIS

THE PARTHENON
Christopher White, an associate professor in Latin
American history and the director of graduate studies in
the history department at Marshall University, has published
a new book that takes a look
at the historical foundations
of the problems of developing
world society.
His book, “A Global History of
the Developing World,” examines how current nation-states
in Asia, Latin America and
Africa were formed, their struggles for self-determination and
what the future may hold. It is
designed as an introduction for
people interested in learning
about the developing world in a
historical context.
“I want readers to understand that the developing world
is much more complex than the
images we’ve received about it
in the West,” White said.
White’s intention in his book
is to focus on aspects that
would surprise students and
counter the distorted, thirdhand images people often
grow up seeing in this country.
“This is an attempt to provide
an analysis, rather than just a
straight historical account, of
the modern history of the developing world, that is both
useful for history as well as
economics courses that focus on the developing world,”
White said.
The book concentrates on the
modern era, and it covers topics such as geography, ancient
and modern history, economics
and politics. It examines major

work with swarm robots.
The Symposium Lecture Series is hosted every year by two
senior Yeager Scholars who organize the event, pick the speaker,
and plan the budget and the catering. This year organizers were
Kayla Boggs and Savannah Keller.

Boggs, a senior cell and
molecular biology major
from Bigbend, W.Va., has really enjoyed the experience
that has come with planning the event. She said she
believes that everyone helping has made the planning

for the lecture go much
smoother.
Keller is an international affairs, economics and Spanish
major from Seville, Ohio, said she
hopes to draw as many people to
event as possible.
“People aren’t going to be

bored,” Keller said. “They will
be able to listen and learn something new.”
Refreshments will follow the
lecture and everyone is encouraged to attend.
Alyssa Simon can be contacted
at simon26@marshall.edu.

From the Herd to Harlem

Basketball alum Thomas laces up for the Globetrotters

themes in the study of the developing world, including slavery,
imperialism, religion, free and
fair trade, democratization and
economic development.
Profiles of major figures in
the developing world are also
included, along with maps and
illustrations.
“My inspiration came from
Routledge press,” he said.
“They asked me if I would like
to write a book that fit into the
course on the developing world
that I’d been teaching at Marshall and I said yes. I liked the
idea of a book for that course
because there was no single
book I could use for that class.
I was always using three or four
books to try to cover all three
continents, Asia, Latin America
and Africa.”
White said the most interesting aspect of his book is the
comparison of the different
schools of thought regarding
the causes of development and
underdevelopment.
“The last three chapters survey and evaluate a variety of
theorists who have contributed
toward this debate over many
years, and they are important
so that readers can see that
there is not just one way to
view why the Democratic Republic of Congo is one of the
poorest countries on Earth,
while the United States is one
of the wealthiest, for example,”
he said.
The book will be published
Nov. 1 and will be available on
Amazon and in local bookstores.
Justin DePamphilis can be
contacted at depamphilis@
marshall.edu.
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W. Va. Division of Rehabilitation Services
extends scholarships to disabled students
By MASON HAYNES

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University, in cooperation with the West Virginia Division
of Rehabilitation Services, is offering
scholarships to Marshall University
students who have a disability.
Sandra Clements, coordinator
of disabled services at Marshall,
said the scholarships are given to
students depending on the type of
disability.
The office of disabilities oversees
three different scholarships.
The Jennings Randolph Scholarship is for any graduate or
undergraduate Marshall student
with one or more disabilities.
“Jennings Randolph was a senator of West Virginia and when he
died, he left colleges and universities money,” Clements said. “The
Jennings Randolph scholarship
can be given to anyone who has a
disability.”
The Touma Scholarship is a
scholarship that is specifically

designed for students who are
hearing impaired.
“Dr. [Joseph] Touma is a very
good donor in the city of Huntington,” Clements said. “The Touma
Scholarship is designed for students that are hearing impaired.”
The third scholarship is the
Lauren Simpkins Damron Scholarship. The student must be a
full-time student, have a 3.0 GPA
and have at least one disability to
be eligible.
“The Damron Scholarship was
established in 2007,” Clements
said. “She was a grad student in
the college of business who unexpectedly died, so her parents sent
money to the university to establish a scholarship in her name.”
Clements said the awards of the
scholarships were divided into
equal amounts to meet the students’ needs each semester.
Mason Haynes can be contacted at haynes75@marshall.
edu.

FILE PHOTO

Johnny Thomas goes up for a betweenthe-legs dunk during Herd Madness
on Saturday, Oct. 17, 2010 at the Cam
Henderson Center. Thomas won the event
in three rounds.

Kerry offers rare, qualified praise of Syria’s Assad
By PATRICK J. MCDONNELL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
U.S. Secretary of State John F.
Kerry offered qualified praise
Monday for the government of
Syrian President Bashar Assad,
crediting Syrian authorities for
cooperating with a United Nations mandate to destroy the
nation’s chemical stockpiles.
In comments in Bali,
where he is attending an

international economic summit, Kerry said U.S. authorities
were “very pleased” at progress in the chemical weapons
disarmament plan, calling it
“a terrific example of global
cooperation,” according to a
State Department transcript of
Kerry’s remarks.
The top U.S. diplomat singled out Assad’s government
for its collaboration with

international inspectors now
on the ground in Syria and
working to carry out the ambitious disarmament blueprint.
“I think it is also credit to
the Assad regime for complying rapidly as they are
supposed to,” Kerry said at a
joint press conference with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, whose government helped craft the Syrian
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chemical disarmament plan,
averting threatened U.S. airstrikes against Syria. “Now,
we hope that will continue.
I’m not going to vouch today for what happens
months down the road. But
it is a good beginning and
we should welcome a good
beginning.”

See KERRY | Page 5
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Obama tells House to ‘just vote’ on whether to reopen government
By KATHLEEN HENNESSEY

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
After taking the weekend off, President Barack Obama resumed his
public pounding of House Republicans on Monday even as a top aide
laid out a possible avenue for defusing the fiscal fight that has frozen
parts of the government and threatens a federal default.
Speaking during a visit to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Obama disputed Speaker
John Boehner’s claim that there are
not enough votes in the House to pass
legislation reopening the government
unless Republicans first win concessions from the White House.

Shutdown
causes stocks
to sink

“The truth of matter is, there are
enough Republican and Democratic
votes in the House of Representatives right now to end this shutdown
immediately with no partisan strings
attached. The House should hold
that vote today,” Obama said. “Just
vote. Let every member of Congress
vote their conscience, and they can
determine whether or not they want
to shut the government down.”
Obama’s visit was part of a strategy
to have the president keep publicly
discussing the shutdown, although
there appear to be no talks, public
or private, on ending it. Obama and
his aides put the onus on Boehner,
saying he needs first reopen the

government and address the crisis around the corner — lifting the
debt ceiling — before negotiations
can begin. The federal government
is due to hit the ceiling around Oct.
17, risking the first federal default in
modern history.
National Economic Council Director Gene Sperling said Monday that
Obama was open to broad negotiations, if Republican leaders would
first agree to remove the threat of
default.
“He is willing to negotiate on sequester replacement, on a small,
medium or large agreement. He has
said he is willing to negotiate on how
to strengthen the Affordable Care

Act,” Sperling said at a breakfast
sponsored by Politico.
White House spokesman Jay Carney said Monday that the comment
was not a new posture, but stressed
that the White House would not try
to dictate the size of a debt-limit increase. Carney endorsed a Senate
Democratic plan that would cover
federal borrowing for the next year,
but said the president has never
ruled out a shorter time frame.
The president’s position “has not
been raise the debt ceiling for a certain amount of time,” Carney said. “It
has been raise the debt ceiling without drama or delay.”
A short-term increase might be an

easier sell for Boehner as he tries to
bring the most conservative faction
of House members to vote in favor a
debt limit increase.
Boehner says he wants to attempt
to extract budget concessions in return for the increase. “I’m not going
to raise the debt limit without a serious conversation about dealing with
problems that are driving the debt
up. It would be irresponsible of me
to do this,” he told ABC News “This
Week” on Sunday.
On Monday, Obama said he would
not “negotiate under the threat of
economic catastrophe.”

See VOTE | Page 5

Huge jury pool
sought as Colorado
prepares for James
Holmes trial
By MICHAEL MUSKAL

By KATE GIBSON

MARKETWATCH (MCT)
U.S. stocks declined on Monday, with the Standard & Poor’s
500 index closing at a fourweek low, as a stalemate on
Capitol Hill over preventing a
government default persisted.
Wall Street’s drop reflected a
moderate reaction, with benchmark indexes down around 1
percent.
The Dow Jones industrial
average shed 136.34 points, or
0.9 percent, to 14,936.24, with
Visa Inc. and American Express
Co. leading declines among its
components.
International Business Machines Corp. fell 1.1 percent
after Barclays PLC downgraded
shares of the blue-chip company and computer-services
provider.
Shares of former Dow member Alcoa Inc. rose 0.1 percent
ahead of the aluminum producer’s scheduled third-quarter
earnings release on Tuesday.
The S&P 500 index fell
14.38 points, or 0.9 percent,
to 1,676.12. The Nasdaq composite shed 37.38 points, or 1
percent, to 3,770.38.
On Sunday, House Speaker
John Boehner said in an interview on ABC’s “This Week” that
the House of Representatives
cannot approve an increase
in the debt limit without including other measures. The
White House has said it will not
bargain over funding the government or increasing the debt
ceiling, saying a fundamental
action of Congress should not
be used as a bargaining chip.
Unless Congress raises the
debt limit, the nation’s borrowing authority will lapse on Oct.
17, and the U.S. would run out
of money to cover its bills in
short order.
President Barack Obama on
Monday called on lawmakers
to raise the debt limit by next
week, saying he was open to
bargaining fiscal terms after
the step is made and government operations are once again
funded. Democrats in the Senate could propose a measure as
early as Monday that gives the
president authority to raise the
debt limit unless two-thirds of
Congress disapproves, according to Bloomberg News.
On the New York Mercantile Exchange, gold futures
rose $15.20, or 1.2 percent, at
$1,325.10 an ounce.
The Federal Reserve on
Monday afternoon reported
consumer borrowing climbed
in August, up $13.6 billion after a $10.4 billion increase in
July, with Americans compiling
more debt by buying cars and
financing education.

Randy Schekman, professor of molecular and cell biology at UC Berkeley, discusses his work during a press conference in Berkeley,
California, Monday, Oct. 7. Schekman shares the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with James Rothman of Yale University and
Thomas Sudhof of Stanford University.
KRISTOPHER SKINNER | BAY AREA NEWS GROUP (MCT)

3 scientists share Nobel Prize in Medicine
By LISA KRIEGER

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
Scientists Dr. Thomas Sudhof of
Stanford and Randy Schekman of the
University of California Berkeley have
won the 2013 Nobel Prize in Medicine,
shared with James Rothman from Yale.
The three scientists, working independently, solved the mystery of how a cell
organizes its internal transportation system, controlling the creation and release
of important hormones and enzymes.
They discovered the principals that govern how this cellular cargo is delivered to
right place at the right time.
This trafficking system is so critical that errors in the machinery lead
to neurological diseases, diabetes, immunological disorders and ultimately
death. Their insights have led directly to
the success of the biotechnology industry, which enlists yeast to release useful
protein drugs, such as insulin and human
growth hormone.
In a Monday morning statement, the
50-member Nobel Assembly lauded
Rothman, Schekman and Sudhof for
making known “the exquisitely precise
control system for the transport and delivery of cellular cargo.” They will share
the $1.25 million prize.
Awakened at his El Cerrito, Calif.,

home with the good news at 1:30 a.m.,
“My first reaction was, “Oh, my god!”
Schekman told UC Berkeley spokesman
Robert Sanders. “That was also my second reaction.”
Sudhof heard the news while traveling
in Spain for a conference.
Sudhof, 57, is molecular and cellular
physiology professor at Stanford. Schekman, 64, is professor of molecular and
cell biology at UC-Berkeley. Rothman,
62, is professor of biomedical sciences at
Yale University.
Each scientist contributed a key part
to the discoveries, according to the Nobel committee.
Schekman decoded a set of genes that
were required for the traffic of this cargo
in tiny bubbles of fluid called vesicles,
which ferry molecules around the cell
interior. Rothman unraveled protein
machinery that allows the vesicles to
fuse with their targets to permit transfer
of cargo. The two men worked collaboratively over the years, using different
approaches to uncover the same pathway with the same molecules, Schekman
told UC Berkeley Media Center.
In what some thought was a foolish decision, Schekman decided in 1976, when
he first joined the College of Letters &
Science at UC Berkeley, to explore this

cellular traffic system in yeast, according
UC Berkeley Media Center.
In the ensuing years, Schekman
mapped out the machinery by which
yeast cells sort, package and deliver proteins via membrane bubbles to the cell
surface, secreting proteins important
in yeast communication and in mating.
Yeast also use the process to deliver receptors to the surface, the cells’ main
way of controlling activities such as the
intake of nutrients like glucose.
Today, diabetics worldwide use insulin
produced and secreted by yeast, and most
of the hepatitis B vaccine used around
the world is secreted by yeast. Both systems were developed by Chiron Corp. of
Emeryville, Calif., now part of Novartis
International AG, during the two decades
Schekman consulted the company.
Sudhof has spent the past 30 years prying loose the secrets of the synapse, the
junction where nerve cells communicate
with one another in the brain, according
to Stanford News Service. The signaling
molecules, called neurotransmitters, are
released from vesicles that fuse with the
outer membrane of nerve cells by using
the machinery discovered by Rothman
and Schekman.

See NOBEL | Page 5

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Colorado will send as many
as 6,000 juror summonses
for the James Holmes murder
trial in an effort to choose a
12-person jury and 12 alternates in the Aurora theater
rampage case, officials said
Monday.
Holmes faces 166 counts
of murder, attempted murder
and other charges in the July
20, 2012, shooting at a screening of “Batman: The Dark
Knight Rises.” He has pleaded
not guilty by reason of insanity.
Twelve people were killed and
more than 70 others injured.
Both sides are trying to
work through hundreds of
pretrial motions in the complicated case, which became one
of the incidents that touched
off a national debate on gun
control. Since the shooting,
Colorado has toughened some
of its requirements on gun
and ammunition ownership.
On Monday, prosecutors received Holmes’ mental health
records from the state hospital and the University of
Colorado, according to the AP.
Before the shooting, Holmes
had reportedly contacted a
psychiatrist at the University
of Colorado-Denver, where he
was studying for a doctorate in
neuroscience. He recently was
examined by state doctors.
Prosecutors sought all of
Holmes’ medical and mental
health records from the hospital and the university, but
the judge ruled they were entitled only to mental health
materials.
If convicted, Holmes could
face the death penalty. In an
insanity case in Colorado,
prosecutors must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that
the defendant was sane at the
moment of the crime.

Government shutdown: GOP losing ground with public, polls indicate
By DAVID LAUTER

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
The standoff over the government
shutdown continues to damage the
public’s opinion of congressional Republicans, two new surveys indicate, a
finding likely to deepen concern among
the GOP about the impact the stalemate
is having on their party.
A third newly released survey shows
that overall approval of Congress has
fallen to nearly a record low.
Disapproval of the way congressional
Republicans are handling negotiations
over the federal budget has jumped to
70 percent, a new Washington Post-ABC
News poll shows. The poll found 24 percent approve of the congressional GOP.
The ratings have worsened over the
past week. A Post-ABC poll taken just

before the shutdown began showed 63
percent of Americans disapproving of
the GOP position.
The reverse is true for President
Barack Obama. While approval of his
handling of the budget negotiations remains tepid, it has improved since last
week. In the most recent survey, Americans narrowly disapproved of Obama’s
performance on the budget negotiations, 51 percent to 45 percent. That
marked an improvement from the previous week’s 50 percent to 41 percent.
Many senior Republican leaders
warned before the standoff began that
it would likely hurt their party with
voters, and those concerns have only
deepened since government agencies
began to close last week. The latest
polls likely will reinforce those worries.

But while the public as a whole may
not like the stalemate in Washington, representatives on both sides are
largely following the desires of their
constituents, a Pew Research Center
survey indicates. About three-quarters
of self-identified Democrats say that
Republicans should yield on their demands, while a similar percentage of
self-identified Republicans say that
Obama should be the one to give in.
The improvement in Obama’s standing comes largely because he has
consolidated support among his fellow
Democrats. Among those who identified themselves as Democrats in the
Post-ABC poll, approval of Obama’s
handling of the budget rose to 77 percent, up from 71 percent a week earlier.
In both cases, 21 percent disapproved.

page designed and edited by SAMUEL SPECIALE | speciale@marshall.edu

Obama’s approval rating went up 8
points among self-described liberals
and 7 points among moderates.
By contrast, congressional Republicans get divided support from those
who identify themselves as Republicans. The 52 percent of self-identified
Republicans who said they approved
of the way Republicans in Congress are
handling the budget was down from 56
percent a week earlier.
The relatively poor ratings that Republicans get from within their own
party reflect the deep divisions among
Republican voters about which way the
party should turn — whether it should
seek a compromise with Obama and
congressional Democrats or hold firm

See GOP | Page 5
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Former Marshall standout Johnny
Thomas signs with Harlem Globetrotters
BY TAYLOR KIRCHWEHM

THE PARTHENON
All children fantasize about
what they want to be when
they grow up. Eventually as
they get older, they grow out
of wanting to be a princess
or an astronaut and develop
more realistic dreams. For
Johnny “Hawk” Thomas, former Marshall University men’s
basketball player, his childhood
fantasy of becoming a professional athlete became an even
better reality than he could
have dreamed.
The announcement of the
Harlem Globetrotters 2014
rookie class came Sept. 25;
Thomas’ name was a part of
that list. The Globetrotters are
a world-famous basketball
team that travels the world
performing tricks while entertaining and interacting with the
audience.
Once just a childhood dream
turned reality for this basketball star, Thomas said a few
great basketball players grew
up in Morehead City, N.C.,
where he is from, which
inspired his Globetrotter
vision.
“Well
when
I
was
young,
I
always saw
the
Globetrotters,” Thomas said. “I
had a few guys around my
neighborhood who actually
played with the Globetrotters for a period of time so it
was exciting to me. I looked
up to those guys.”
The neighborhood kids
didn’t always welcome
Thomas on the courts because as a freshman in
high school he was only 5
feet 8 inches tall. So oftentimes, he was turned away
for being too small to play.
After a huge growth
spurt and minor injury,
Thomas said he really
began to hone in on his
basketball skills.
“Over the course of a
summer, I grew about

4 inches,” Thomas said. “At the
time I was playing football, and
I happened to tweak my knee
playing football. So of course
my mom, you know, said you
can’t play football anymore. So
my brothers James Thomas and
Elijah Thomas started teaching
me how to play basketball.”
Once Thomas became serious about basketball his
sophomore year, he was put
in contact with a close family
friend named Bob Smith. The
Morehead City native ended up
living with Smith and finishing
out his high school basketball
career in a new city.
“I stayed with [Smith] for
two years and went to a private
school in Greensboro, N.C.,”
Thomas said. “I did very well
there in basketball, and ended
up only losing a
total of three
games in my
two year career
there.”

FILE PHOTO

Johnny Thomas during his
time with the Thundering Herd
men’s basketball team.

Herd defense
stepping up
on key downs
By BRAXTON CRISP

FOR THE PARTHENON
The tides are turning in Huntington. No, the Ohio River isn’t
going up and down, but instead
the Marshall defense is rising to
the occasion.
After five games, the Herd
ranks eighth in total defense,
allowing just 278.8 yards per
game. In addition, opposing
teams are converting on third
down at just a 29 percent clip.
Compared to a year ago,
that is definitely a change in
the tide.
One of the big reasons why
Marshall was so successful
Saturday in stopping the University of Texas at San Antonio
Roadrunners was the defensive
front coming out in a non-traditional set during third down
situations, with just one defensive lineman down in a stance
and the rest rushing from a
standing position.
Marshall defensive coordinator Chuck Heater said the goal

was to confuse the opposing offensive line.
“You’re hoping to give them
problems identifying in pass
protection,”
Heater
said.
“People are moving around,
everyone is a linebacker [standing up rather than being down],
they’ve got different rules
about who’s a d-lineman, who’s
a linebacker and you’ve got to
have a mechanism to handle it.”
Marshall
defensive
end
Ra’Shawde Myers said that
front did in fact cause the Roadrunners to be unsure of who to
block.
“When we first started doing
it, the center was about to have
a heart attack,” said Myers, a
redshirt junior from Cocoa, Fla.
“He didn’t know what to call,
who to pick up, what checks to
make; he didn’t know who was
coming so that helped us out a
lot.”
Thanks to the defensive pressure up front, Marshall was
able to limit the run-happy

Thomas accepted a scholarship to play at North Carolina
State, but suffered what he said
was thought to be a career ending knee injury. He used the
down time to focus on school.
“What I was told was I never
was supposed to play basketball again,” Thomas said.
“However I didn’t let that get
me down. I just tried to focus
on academics at that point,
looking at it as okay if I can’t
play basketball anymore what’s
my fall back plan? Because basketball isn’t going to be here
forever.”
Thomas racked up a lot of
Atlantic Coast Conference academic awards and ended up
graduating from N.C. State in
three years. Unfortunately N.C.
State didn’t have a master’s
program to match his interests,
and this is where Thomas and
Marshall crossed paths.
“I graduated and wanted to
pursue my master’s degree,”
Thomas said. “However, N.C.
State doesn’t offer sport administration, and you know I got
my undergrad in sport management. So I wanted to keep
along those lines. So I sat down
and talked to [basketball coach
at N.C. State], and said I’m in
the process of transferring. Are
there any good universities out
here that offer this major?”
Marshall came up during
the research process and was
able to offer Thomas the best
of both academics and athletics. Thomas said he was finally
able to show fans what he
was made of when he got to
Marshall.
“I had a lot of great memories at Marshall,” Thomas
said. “My first huge memory was being able to
get out there and play in
front of the fans when it
came to the Green and
White Game. That was
huge for me because
I didn’t really have
the opportunity
at N.C. State
to show fans
what I could
do prior to the
season until I did

COURTESY OF THE HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS

Johnny “Hawk” Thomas (43) poses with fellow Globetrotters (clockwise from top left) “Thunder” Law, “Flip”
White and “Sweet J” Ekworomadu.
get to Marshall due to injuries
and everything like that.”
Thomas played for Marshall
during the 2010-2011 season
and averaged nine points a
game for the Herd.
Deferring his final year of
NCAA eligibility to pursue his
lifelong dream of becoming a
professional athlete, Thomas
said he stumbled upon a Harlem Globetrotter scout.
“I was out playing for a lot
of different scouts, and then
I happened to come across a
Harlem Globetrotter scout,”
Thomas said. “He offered me
an opportunity to go to training camp and I actually went to
training camp and did very well

at training camp and the Globetrotters offered me a contract.”
Every Globetrotter is given a
nickname, which signifies your
initiation into the Globetrotter family. At training camp,
the Globetrotters saw the way
Thomas flew through the air
and came up with the nickname
“Hawk.”
“A lot of people already knew
I could jump, no one actually knew how high,” Thomas
said. “After I got injured at
N.C. State, a lot of people assumed I couldn’t really jump
the way I used to jump, but
like I told them it’s something
that I’ve always had. The guys
were throwing me alley-oops

and jumping and dunking with
me. So I came through flying
a few times, but when I jump,
instead of me taking off very
fast like most jumpers do, they
said I kind of have that slow
jump where I jump really high
but it looks like I’m soaring.
From that they developed the
nickname Hawk because when
hawks fly they soar.”
The Harlem Globetrotters are
headed to Australia first and will
kick off the North American leg of
the “Fans Rule” Tour in December. Thomas said the basketball
team is one of a kind and gives
spectators a great show.

See THOMAS | Page 5

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Redshirt junior defensive end Ra’Shawde Myers (40) brings down UTSA
quarterback Eric Soza for a sack Saturday, Oct. 5 at Joan C. Edwards
Stadium.
Roadrunners to converting
just four of its 14 third down
opportunities. Besides creating pressure and making stops,
Myers said it was a welcome
change to be able to rush from
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a standing position instead of
from the three-point stance.
“As a d-lineman, you sit in
your three-point stance all day,

See DEFENSE | Page 5
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EDITORIAL

Success not dependent on physical appearance
The weight-loss story of Tory Johnson,
entrepreneur and “Good Morning America” contributor has caught national
attention with the release of her latest
book “The Shift,” which tells the story
behind her dedication to losing weight.
Johnson said that her motivation for a
healthier lifestyle came after a conversation with her boss at “Good Morning
America” told her she wanted to send
her to a stylist, as she didn’t think her
clothes did her justice.
What Johnson heard, however, is that she
needed to lose weight or her future at “Good
Morning America” would be in jeopardy.
It’s not wrong of Johnson to want to
take control of her health, but it is wrong

that she felt her physical appearance
would trump her ability to successfully
do her job.
Johnson is actually no stranger to
success. She’s founded two multimilliondollar businesses – Women for Hire and
Spark & Hustle, and before “The Shift,”
Johnson had already written six books,
which focus on topics related to her two
businesses, such as how to get hired,
how to have a successful career and
how to start a small business. Her fourth
book, “Will Work From Home: Earn the
Cash Without the Commute” was a “New
York Times” best-seller.
Given that Johnson has enjoyed numerous achievements, it’s disheartening to

think she had to question how her physical appearance could hold her back. Yes,
broadcast is a visual medium, but the focus should be on the news at hand, not
how the person delivering it looks.
Again, Johnson was never wrong for
wanting to be healthy and should really
be commended on her 72-pound weight
loss, but we as a society should be
ashamed that because we put so much
attention on physical attributes, someone with as much success as Johnson
was afraid of losing her job because of
her appearance.
Success is not dependent on your outward appearance, but on the hardwork and
motivation that you put into your career.

YOU CAN BE HERD
What are you most looking forward
to for the month of October?

What did you think of the series
finale of Breaking Bad?

The Maize at Cooper Farms
The Pumpkin House
Halloween

It was everything I hoped for. 57%
It left a lot to be desired.
3%
I didn’t watch it.
40%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

Fiery rhetoric inflames
the climate debate
By CATHY YOUNG

MCT CAMPUS

COLUMN

Free speech a necessity in college
By TOMMY D. G. FERRELL

COLUMNIST
I am a proud supporter of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and,
particularly as a college student, you should
be too. During our college years, we are
exposed to more varying ideas and worldviews than at any other point in the average
lifetime. Much of that is facilitated by our
right to little-encumbered free speech, as
protected by the First Amendment. That in
mind, I was shocked to have recently read
that a student at Modesto Junior College in
Modesto, Calif., was stopped by campus authorities on Sept. 17 from handing out free
copies of the Constitution.
It was on Constitution Day.
The student, Robert Van Tuinen, was
told that he could only hand out the pocketsized copies of the document in a single
tiny spot on campus—the campus’s only
designated area for free speech—and that
he would have to schedule the Constitutiongiving weeks in advance.
You may not live in Modesto or attend the
institution, but you should be worried.
This is not an isolated incident. All across
the country, students at institutions of
higher education are dealing with absurd

limits to their own free speech. Being silenced is particularly appalling when you
are on a college campus, held as a great
American bastion of intellectual discourse
and idealistic expression.
Here at Marshall University, we do not
have to deal with such harsh regulations,
but that does not mean we are perfect. My
last act as chairman of the Student Senate
Judiciary Committee was directing two
of our student senators, Ian English, president of the West Virginia Higher Education
Defense Group, and Caitlin Grimes, West
Virginia state chair and Marshall chapter
president of the Young Americans for Liberty, to look into our regulations on free
speech, as laid out in the Student Code of
Conduct, and consider revisions. I stand by
this decision, and I encourage you to stay
alert and push for such change.
As Marshall students, we owe it to future
students and ourselves to be active in protecting the right to speak freely. I applaud
the work of Grimes and all YAL members
in the campus’s recent free speech wall
event and their subsequent discussion on
free speech with Associate Professor Marybeth Beller, chair of political science, and
a representative from the American Civil

Liberties Union. More importantly, I encourage all Marshall students to be active
in spreading the word about free speech
on campus.
It is also important to remember that
this transcends partisan politics. With
the ongoing government shutdown,
American disapproval of Congress is at
an all-time high, and more people are registered independently than ever before.
Unlike Obamacare and the national debt,
this is something I hope we can all agree on.
I am a democrat, and Grimes is a republican. Her speech should be no less free than
mine, and vice versa. However you may
identify yourself, you have something to
say, and I do not want to see you lose the
right to say it.
No matter what is going on around the
country, I hold serious faith in our student
affairs professionals to do the right thing.
I ask that you get involved in the push for
keeping speech free on college campuses by
knowing and keeping regular dialog with
them and your elected student government.
Their doors are open, so make your
voice heard.
Tommy Ferrell can be contacted at
t.ferrell@marshall.edu.
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NEWSDAY(MCT)
The new report from the U.N.
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, stating that there
is a 95 percent probability that
human impact is the main cause
of rising temperatures, has been
hailed by supporters as the death
blow to global-warming denial.
Unsurprisingly, skeptics remain undead, dismissing the
report as politically motivated
groupthink. Is this about settled
science versus ideology and
greed-driven obfuscation, as the
editors of Popular Science magazine suggested last week when
they shut down Web comments
to avoid what they regard as
crude attacks on scientific knowledge? Or are climate-change
“true believers” trying to suppress disagreement?
My view is that human-generated warming is almost certainly
real, but there remains plenty of
debate on its extent, specific details and preferred solution. But
my opinion, like virtually any
other layperson’s, can hardly be
called fully informed.
Therein lies the rub. The science of climate change and its
causes is far too complex to
understand without specialized training. That means the
vast majority of people who
voice opinions on the subject,
whether professional pundits
or lowly blog commenters, base
those opinions at least in part
on their political and ideological
sympathies.
Skeptics are routinely accused
of being either corporate shills
or dupes of the free-market faith.
(Disclosure: While I am affiliated
with Reason magazine, which is
partly funded by organizations
accused of promoting “denialism,” I’ve never faced pressure
to follow a party line.) But is
everyone on the side of “settled
science” disinterested? U.N. officials have an implicit interest in
promoting more regulation that
empowers a global bureaucracy.
Many others approach environmentalism as a quasi-religious
crusade; consider Al Gore’s 1992
book, “Earth in the Balance,” with
its rhetoric about earth-centered
spirituality and its lament about

our lost “connectedness to the
rest of nature.’’
A few years ago, University of
California at Los Angeles public
policy professor Mark Kleiman,
a self-identified liberal, acknowledged in a blog post that those
who “dislike a social system
based on high and growing
consumption” and favor state
regulation of markets and
stronger international institutions have a powerful motive to
embrace global warming as absolute truth.
While sympathetic to environmentalist causes, Kleiman noted
that environmentalists often
show “eagerness to believe the
worst” as well an aversion to remedies that involve scientific and
technological solutions — such
as nuclear power — rather than
drastic regulations and curbs on
consumption. While Kleiman
later stressed that he did not see
both sides as equal offenders, his
criticisms still stand.
There’s no doubt that environmental scientists have been
targets of unfair attacks from
the right. So-called ClimateGate
— the 2009 release of hacked
emails from the Climate Research Unit at the University of
East Anglia — was hardly the
proof of malfeasance it was made
it out to be. (While critics jumped
on one scientist’s mention of a
“trick” to “hide the decline” in
temperatures in a particular period, the reference was not to
hidden data-fudging, but to an
openly used adjustment technique.) But legitimate scientists
who believe there remains much
uncertainty about the causes
and scope of climate change —
such as Judith Curry, chair of the
School of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences at the Georgia Institute
of Technology, who has criticized
the UN report as biased and
stuck in “paradigm paralysis” —
have had their integrity unfairly
questioned as well.
Much “denialism” may be
rooted in scientific ignorance.
Yet, as long as climate science
does not distance itself from
ideological zealotry and politically one-sided prescriptions, its
authority will remain open to
debate.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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-TURMOIL IN THE MIDDLE EAST-

9 more killed by attacks in Egypt
By LAURA KING

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
A trio of attacks against
military, security and government-linked
targets
rattled Egypt on Monday,
a day after violent street
clashes on a military holiday left more than 50 people
dead and at least 250 hurt.
Monday's strikes, which
killed nine people, prompted
emergency precautions to be
taken at Cairo's international
airport, the semi-official Ahram website reported. It said
security was stepped up at
airport entrances and exits,
at the arrival and departure
terminals, and on roads leading to the airport.
There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
any of the assaults, but the
interim government remains
locked in conflict with Islamist groups, three months
after the military stepped in
amid a wave of popular protests and toppled Islamist

president Mohamed Morsi.
In the deadliest of the
three attacks, masked assailants opened fire on a military
patrol near the Suez Canal
city of Ismalia, killing five
soldiers and one officer who
were riding in an open truck,
according to state media. It
was the third such shooting
in the area in recent days.
Earlier, a powerful bomb
went off outside a security
headquarters in the Sinai
peninsula, killing at least
three people and wounding
dozens of others, Egypt's Interior Ministry said. Officials
initially said the blast was
caused by a car bomb, but
later blamed it on a suicide
attack.
And in the most unusual
of the strikes, a rocket-propelled grenade was fired
before dawn at the main
government-run
communications installation in
a normally tranquil Cairo
suburb, according to official

media. While damage to the
compound was reported to
be minor, affecting only one
satellite dish, it could signal determination on the
part of attackers to take aim
at vulnerable civilian infrastructure. That concern
appeared to have prompted
the tightening of security at
the airport.
The Sinai blast, too, suggested a potential expansion
of the scope of fighting in the
rugged peninsula. The attack
took place in the town of elTor, in an area somewhat
removed from the swath of
northern Sinai where the
military launched a major
offensive against Islamist
groups more than a month
ago. It lies closer to the Red
Sea tourist center of Sharm
el-Sheikh, one of the very
few parts of Egypt where a
tourism free-fall has been
avoided.
Morsi's followers in the
Muslim Brotherhood, who

flooded the streets on Sunday during celebrations
marking the anniversary of
the 1973 war against Israel,
have vowed to return to key
sites on Friday, the main
Muslim day of prayer. On
Monday, Egyptian authorities put the official death
toll from Sunday's fighting at
53, and said most had been
killed by live ammunition.
In statements Monday,
the resolve of both sides appeared to harden, setting
the stage for a new round
of violent confrontations.
The government described
anti-army
demonstrators
as foreign agents and terrorists and said they would
be dealt with harshly, while
the Brotherhood renewed
demands for the reinstatement of Morsi, the country's
first democratically elected
president, and said it would
continue to send its followers into the streets to
challenge security forces.
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GOP

Continued from Page 2
on insisting that Obama agree to major concessions in
return for a budget agreement.
The Pew poll underscored those divisions. Among Republicans who view themselves as tea party supporters,
72 percent said it would be “unacceptable” if the “only
way to end the shutdown” would be for Republicans to
drop their demands for major changes in Obama’s health
care law. By contrast, 39 percent of Republicans who do
not see themselves as tea party supporters took that view.
The Pew survey also showed that Republicans receive
more blame from the public than the Obama administration for the continued stalemate.
The difference is relatively small, with 38 percent saying Republicans are more to blame and 30 percent putting
the onus on the administration. But the gap has widened
since the shutdown began. Two weeks ago, before the
shutdown started, Americans were almost evenly divided
with 39 percent saying in a Pew survey that they would
mostly blame the GOP and 36 percent saying they would
mostly blame Obama.
Meantime, the latest Gallup Poll finds that approval of
Congress has dropped to 11 percent — just one percentage point above the worst level recorded, which came last
year.
Gallup’s economic confidence index has dropped 14
points since late September, erasing all the gains made
since the end of 2011.

NOBEL

Continued from Page 2
The firing patterns of our synapses underwrite our consciousness, emotions and behavior. “The computing power of
a human or animal brain is much, much higher than that of any
computer,” Sudhof told the Stanford News Service. “A synapse is
not just a relay station. It is not even like a computer chip. Every
synapse is like a nanocomputer all by itself. The amount of neurotransmitter released, or even whether that release occurs at
all, depends on that particular synapse’s previous experience.”
Now his laboratory at Stanford studies how malfunctioning
signals in the brain may contribute to disease such as Alzheimer’s and autism.
The Nobel prizes, which award achievements in physics,
chemistry, medicine, peace and literature, were established in
the will of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dynamite, who
died in 1896. An economics prize was created almost seven decades later in memory of Nobel by the Swedish central bank.
The Nobel Prize in Physics will be announced Tuesday.

VOTE

Continued from Page 2

DEFENSE

Continued from Page 3
so being able to move around
like a linebacker was a lot of
fun,” Myers added.
In addition to Myers being
one of the standing defensive

THOMAS

linemen, Alex Bazzie, and Jarquez Samuel got into the mix as
well, moving around pre-snap
similar to the linebackers, before rushing the UTSA offense.

The success of stopping
UTSA on third down will have
to serve as motivation for the
Herd as it travels to Boca Raton, Fla., to play against Florida

Atlantic University Saturday.
The Owls are 46th in the nation
on third down conversions offensively, converting over 44
percent of third downs.

At this time next year,
“Hawk” will have visited
over 250 cities and played
over 290 games of basketball. Thomas said he is most
excited to play in front of his
family and friends.
“I’m really looking forward to touching on what I
say is my home bases, which
I mean the North Carolina

area as well as the Marshall
area,” Thomas said. “To me
Marshall is a basketball town.
I know there’s football and
everything like that there but
to me people love basketball
there and love sports. So I’m
really looking forward to on
March 12 coming home and
getting to play in front of the
fans and just excite people

and show people why they
call me Hawk.”
“Hawk” will return to the
Charleston area March 11, as
well as bring his game back
home to Marshall March 12
at the Big Sandy Superstore
Arena.
Taylor Kirchwehm can be
contacted at kirchwehm@
marshall.edu.

On Sunday, the U.N. announced that the destruction
of Syria’s chemical weapons
stockpiles had begun.
Under the U.N. mandate,
Syria’s chemical weapons
would be eliminated by the
middle of next year, an accelerated schedule that experts
have called unprecedented,
considering that a civil war is
raging inside Syria.
On the ground in Syria, the
more than two-year-civil war
has failed to oust Assad, whose
military has achieved some
battlefield successes in recent
months, helping to secure the
capital, Damascus, and parts

of the strategic central province of Homs. Meanwhile, the
presence of Islamist extremists in the fragmented rebel
ranks, including al-Qaidalinked fighters, has likely
helped consolidate Assad’s
support among some core
Syrian constituencies, including minorities and the urban
elite.
Officials of both the United
States and Russia have voiced
the hope that a Syrian peace
conference could be convened
in Geneva by mid-November, but
no plans have been finalized for
such a meeting. Russia is a major
ally of the Assad government.

U.S.-backed Syrian opposition factions have insisted
that Assad must agree to
leave office as part of any
peace talks. Damascus has
said it is willing to participate in a peace conference
in Geneva but will not accept
pre-conditions calling for
Assad to step down.
In recent weeks, Assad has
gone on a publicity blitz of
sorts, granting interviews to
various global media outlets.
Among other points, Assad
has told foreign interviewers
that he may consider running
for election next year, when
his current term expires.

Speaking from a conference room at FEMA, Obama said 86
percent of the agency’s staff had been furloughed and others
are on the job without pay for the time being. Obama said
the U.S. “dodged a bullet” so far this hurricane season, but
pointed to a tornado warning in the mid-Atlantic region as
evidence of the dangers of hobbling FEMA.
As Obama spoke, House Republicans noted that the president has threatened to veto legislation that would fully
reopen FEMA. The legislation passed the GOP-led House last
week, as part of Republicans’ push to reopen pieces of the
government. Senate Democrats and the White House have
blocked what they dubbed a “piecemeal” approach to funding
the government, saying the bills the House passed are only
meant to provide political cover.
“All of this piecemeal stuff begs the question: Why not just
open the government?” Carney said.

Continued from Page 3
“No game of basketball is the
same as the Harlem Globetrotters,” Thomas said. “We’re the
only team out there that incorporates contact as far as me in
the audience. I’ll actually be able
to go out and entertain the audience. I can sit with the audience
during the game if I want to, or I
can shake hands with little kids
during the game if I want to.”

KERRY

Continued from Page 1
It was a rare note of U.S.
praise for Assad, however
equivocal. The United States is
aiding rebels fighting to oust
Assad, and President Barack
Obama has publicly called for
the Syrian president to step
down from office.
But the chemical weapons destruction plan, and the continued
disarray in the opposition ranks,
may have provided Assad with
some political breathing room.
Kerry’s comments on Monday
underscored the importance
of Assad’s cooperation in the
complex chemical disarmament
effort, which is scheduled to continue until at least mid-2014.
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MR. AND MISS MARSHALL 2013
DEREK RAMSEY AND
MCKENZIE COOLEY
By MORGAN WRIGHT
THE PARTHENON

PHOTOS BY RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Derek Ramsey and McKenzie Cooley were crowned
Mr. and Miss Marshall on Saturday.

MR. MARSHALL

Alpha Sigma Phi sponsored Ramsey, a senior biology major,
in the Mr. Marshall competition.
“I ran for Mr. Marshall because my organization, Alpha
Sigma Phi, believed that I would be a good candidate to represent our fraternity,” Ramsey said.
Then came the interview process, which Ramsey thought
was enjoyable despite the pressure.
“The committee that was asking the questions were very
friendly and laidback,” Ramsey said. “They made it more of a
get to know me and see where I stand as a Marshall student
and why they think I deserved to be Mr. Marshall. It wasn’t
intimidating by any means.”
A new policy this year made it so candidates were not allowed
to campaign after finding out they were on the ballot. Ramsey did
not take this as a step back in his run for Mr. Marshall.
“I was nervous but I felt like I was one of the more fortunate
ones because I have been involved on campus, so I had some
name familiarity with students that I don’t get to see on an
every day basis,” Ramsey said. “I understand the no campaign
concept, but at the same time, that’s part of the enjoyment of
the Mr. and Miss Marshall process.”
Ramsey was one of the top three candidates alongside Brian
Kaufmann and Johnathan Austin announced at the Unity Walk on
Oct. 8 .
Mr. and Miss Marshall were announced during halftime of
the homecoming football game. Candidates took the field and
waited for their fate. During a time of anticipation and excitement, Ramsey stayed calm and collected.
“I wasn’t as nervous as I thought I was going to be because
I’ve had a lot of fun,” Ramsey said. “I was extremely comfortable with the other candidates before the Mr. Marshall
competition, which made the experience that much better.”
Ramsey said the experience of winning was indescribable.
“The emotion was overwhelming,” Ramsey said. “I didn’t
shed a tear, even though I think I could have. I was extremely
excited and proud to be able to represent my organization
and my family and friends.”
Ramsey is excited to share his excitement with longtime
friend and Miss Marshall winner, McKenzie Cooley.
“McKenzie and I have known each other for several years
and I have the utmost respect for her,” Ramsey said. “It will be
a pleasure working beside her.”

After weeks of interviews and
votes, Marshall University announced the new 2013-2014 Mr.
and Miss Marshall recipients, Derek
Ramsey and McKenzie Cooley.
Cooley was escorted by her parents, Deb and Maurice Cooley, and
Ramsey was escorted by his parents,
Pam and Bill Ramsey.
Mr. and Miss Marshall are excited
to start their duties. Ramsey plans
on helping with the Big Brothers
and Sisters program to help troubled
children stay in school and be successful. Cooley will start her reign
as Miss Marshall by helping with
Breast Cancer Awareness month.
Both Ramsey and Cooley will
hold the title of Mr. And Miss Marshall until homecoming of 2014.

Above: McKenzie Cooley accepts the crown as Miss Marshall at
Joan C. Edwards Stadium on Saturday.
Below: Derek Ramsey waves to the crowd in the homecoming
parade as a member of the 2013 Homecoming Court on Saturday,.

MISS MARSHALL

McKenzie Cooley, a senior communication studies major, was sponsored by the Center for African American
Students.
At first, Cooley was apprehensive about running for Miss
Marshall, but with the support of her family and Alpha Xi
Delta sorority sisters, she decided to give it a try.
“I thought that if this was something I didn’t do I would
really regret it,” Cooley said. “I’ve been really involved
throughout my four years at Marshall and this was just one
last thing I wanted to do before I graduated.”
Cooley also enjoyed the interview process.
“Of course I was nervous at first,” Cooley said. “I came
out of it with a pretty positive attitude but I was still nervous because I knew I had good competition.”
Cooley ran against finalists Jackie Hackett and Ashley Roberts.
Cooley said she believes that the no campaign policy had
its positives and negatives.
“I understand the no campaigning rule,” Cooley said.
“However, I think it could have been beneficial for students
to campaign through word of mouth or on social media.”
Homecoming day, Cooley felt the nerves.
“Honestly I was honored to make it to court,” Cooley said.
“Hearing my name called and that I had won Miss Marshall
was the icing on the cake. I couldn’t believe that it was real.”
Having been friends with Ramsey prior to elections,
Cooley expressed her excitement to stand next to Ramsey
as Mr. and Miss Marshall.
“I have known Derek since freshman year. We joined
Greek organizations at the same time and were both in Student Government,” Cooley said. “I think that Derek Ramsey
is an excellent candidate to represent our university as Mr.
Marshall.”

Morgan Wright can be contacted at wright265@marshall.edu.

Derek Ramsey, above left, escorted by Pam and Bill Ramsey,
and McKenzie Cooley, above right, escorted by Deb and
Maurice Cooley, are presented at halftime of the 2013
homecoming game at Joan C. Edwards Stadium on Saturday.
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